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The Reality of Period for “Inquiry-Based Cross-
Disciplinary Study”:

Is There Progress between Inquiry and Each Subject?
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Abstract

With the revision of the high school curriculum guidelines, a new subject called
"Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study" was established. The new subject
aims to promote cross-curricular learning like STEAM education and inquiry-based
learning in which students set and solve problems on their own. However, the actual
situation is unclear in terms of whether the issues that have been pointed out since the
time of its predecessor, "Period for Integrated Studies" have been improved.

This study will investigate the actual situation regarding the implementation
aspects, student reactions, and results of " Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary
Study " in high schools. The discussion of this study was conducted from two aspects
because the new subject has two aspects, cross-curricular and inquiry-based.

In terms of promoting cross-curricular learning, this study pointed out the lack
of opportunities for teachers to share information with each other and the possibility
that the cross-curricular learning indicated by the education policy side lacks
specificity. To promote inquiry-based learning, the reality of incompatibility with the
academic selection method for university entrance examinations and the difficulty of
performance evaluation for this subject seem to be barriers. However, to promote
inquiry-based learning, it is not enough to improve these individual elements; it is
necessary to present in detail the essential aspects of what kind of learning can only
be realized in "Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study," and to communicate
this to the educational field.
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