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The Idea of Progress in Science and Technology
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Abstract

It has been our common faith that science and technology would lead our lives
and minds toward “progress.” But can they really direct us toward “better” and
“idealistic” future? What is the actual reality of progress? And how are we to deal
with the idea of progress?

In order to find the answers to these questions, I will examine the meaning of
the idea of progress and its historical significance, as well as the relationship
between science and progress as evidenced in the thought of Francis Bacon
(1561-1626) and how he has been received in the following centuries. Aiming for
further progress and applying the image of progress to illustrate our future are both
understandable acts in light of our basic desire for improvement and betterment.
However, when a new type of science and technology presents a promising vision of
the future, we must carefully investigate all potential risks and have discussions on
ethical issues at hand, and attempt to achieve maximum consensus on its use,
instead of throwing ourselves wholeheartedly to the vision of optimistic future in
the name of progress.

I argue that our perception of progress associated with science and technology
1s now being challenged more than ever, as we had experienced the historical

tragedy at the Fukushima nuclear plant.
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