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Though the most advanced scientific knowledge involves uncertainty, and details of ex-
perimental data and measured data are simplified when being reported through a newspaper,
the reliability of a scientific article is considered to be high by a reader.

To understand why Japanese newspaper is considered to be reliable, a face-to-face in-
erview research on scientific journalists was carried out.The main questions were ”What you
think is the essential evidence to make a news reliable?” and "What is the essential factor
that make an article that you write reliable?”.

Through a morpheme analysis using "KH coder” and a KJ-method analysis, three com-

mon ideas(1-3) and four different ideas(4-7) that journalists have were picked up.

1. Scientific journalists value comments of first author of scientific news and third person

of same field of study.

2. Scientific journalists have a view of scientists as fundamentally good, and consider

scientists do not tell a lie about their experimental data.

3. Scientific journalists do not write in a detail of experimental data on an article of

newspaper.

4. Some scientific journalists read original scientific paper while other journalists do not

read.

5. Some scientific journalists value position and affiliation of scientist while other journal-

ists do not consider it is enough.

6. Some scientific journalists prefer scientifically correct news to popular topic, while other

journalists choose popular topics rather than scientifically reliable news.

7. Scientific journalists who prefer scientifically correct news value how to write easy
article, while journalists who prefer popular topics emphasize to write the stage of

scientific certainty of news.
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From these results, I conclude that it is dangerous to consider that all scientific journalists

behave similarly towards scientific news in the context of science communication.
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