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The Image of an Interpreter
Learned from Dr. Mikio Miyata,
a Specialist in Multiple Chemical Sensitivity
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Abstract

While man-made chemicals have enriched our lives, they have also caused various
damages on the environment and our bodies such as the environmental pollution. For
this reason, there are both advocates and detractors on man-made chemicals. In this
study, we asked a question, “how can we bridge such opposite stances on man-made
chemicals?”

The author interviewed Dr. Mikio Miyata, one of the few physicians who specializes
in multiple chemical sensitivity in Japan, and investigated the stance of specialists
who deal with patients, people who avoid man-made chemicals, i.e., “hate chemicals”.

The results of the interview suggested that Dr. Miyata takes a third stance, neither
unilaterally defending nor condemning chemistry. In order to reach this stance, it was
assumed that Dr. Miyata's life up to now was involved. Furthermore, through the
interview, the author's attitude toward chemistry and people who "hate chemicals" has
changed significantly. Dr. Miyata, who brought about these changes, has become an

"interpreter" for the author.
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