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Abstract

With the increasing trend toward participation, a variety of actors are
becoming involved in community development. It also points out the importance of
envisioning relationships among regions that are economically and materially
connected, rather than a single region, when considering the sustainability of society.
This trend means that attempts to superimpose diverse values as a precondition for
community development are necessary. Researchers are called upon to participate in
these efforts as experts. Since experts with specialized knowledge that is not bound by
regional characteristics are also expected to be involved in social decision making
process of local communities, the question arises as to what expertise is required to be
involved in community development. In this paper, I focus on community development
activities in the Yahagi River basin. I conducted an interview survey with a researcher
who participates in these activities. As a result, it was found that the researchers
emphasized the importance of establishing a relationship with the community as a
party to it, as well as fulfilling their external roles as researchers. For this purpose,
communication that enables interaction as an individual while connecting with

entertainment as the core is required.
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