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Abstract

Japanese children maintain the highest level of scientific literacy in the world.
However, the importance of studying science and the interest in science in life are low.
The gap between the abundance of scientific knowledge and the lack of interest in
science is one of the research topics in school education and science communication. On
the other hand, the effects of reading on individual consciousness have been studied.
According to a survey by the National Institution for Youth Education, adults who have
more reading experience as a child have higher motivation and ethical thinking.
However, studies that examine the relationship between reading experience and
interest in specific things (e.g., science) are limited. It is not clear that how people who
are interested in science tend to be reading or how people who like reading are
interested in science. In this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey to clarify the
relationship between "interest in science”" and "interest in reading" of junior and senior
high school students. Moreover, we examined whether reading could trigger an
interest in science.

The questionnaire survey suggests that students who like reading are more

interested in science than students who do not like reading. The students who liked
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reading tend to be more interested in biological sciences. In particular, female students
are more interested in the science of animals and plants. These results suggest that
reading books on the science of biological system reduce the difficulty of science. The
students with a strong interest in science prefer not only natural sciences but also
biographies. Social science is also favored by female students. Our results suggest that
girls who like science have a specific consciousness, and there is a challenge to clarify

the specific factors.
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